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Clinical Professor, Department of Surgery, NYU Grossman School of Medicine 

Director, Advanced GI, MIS and Bariatrics Fellowship Program, NYU Langone 

Medical Director, MBSAQIP, NYU Langone Health - Brooklyn 

Board-certified in General Surgery and Surgical Critical Care 

 

Overview 

Dr. George S. Ferzli is an internationally recognized pioneer in minimally invasive surgery 

whose work in operative innovation, education, and international collaboration has influenced 

surgical practice for more than three decades. Board-certified by the American Board of Surgery 

in general surgery and surgical critical care, he has helped shape modern laparoscopy through 

technical innovation, scholarly publication, fellowship training, and international teaching. 

Born and educated in Beirut, Dr. Ferzli was profoundly influenced by his father, Salem, and 

his brother, Ghassan, whose examples of integrity, compassion, and perseverance helped shape 

his early commitment to medicine. He earned his medical degree from Saint Joseph University, 

one of Lebanon's premier medical institutions, before relocating to the United States for surgical 

training. Early in his career, he worked under the mentorship of Dr. M. H. Worth Jr., an 

experience that helped sharpen the technical precision, discipline, and academic rigor that later 

defined his surgical career. 

 

Pioneering Surgical Contributions 

Dr. Ferzli was among the earliest surgeons in the United States to perform and publish a 

number of laparoscopic procedures that later became widely adopted. These milestones 

included total extraperitoneal (TEP) inguinal hernia repair; extraperitoneal endoscopic pelvic 

lymph node dissection for prostate and bladder cancer staging; laparoscopic common bile duct 

exploration; and thoracoscopic treatment of iatrogenic esophageal perforation. He later 

extended minimally invasive approaches to hepatic tumor resection, the posterior gastric 

approach to laparoscopic splenectomy, extraperitoneal laparoscopic radical prostatectomy, and 

laparoscopic staging of Hodgkin's disease. 

In 1999, Dr. Ferzli and colleagues described the laparoscopic transabdominal 

lumboperitoneal shunt, extending minimally invasive collaboration into neurosurgery. In 2001, 

he reported several additional innovations, including minimally invasive nonendoscopic thyroid 

surgery, the routine use of diagnostic laparoscopy in the intensive care unit, laparoscopic 

autopsy, and the lateral approach to laparoscopic sigmoid colon resection. His later work 

continued to refine operative safety and technique, including publications on trocar placement 

for laparoscopic abdominal procedures, laparoscopic gastric fundus tamponade, posterior 



   

 

 

 
 

 
 

infundibular dissection, critical reassessment of the "critical view of safety," and lateral-to-

medial dissection for the safe management of adhesions during laparoscopic cholecystectomy. 

 

Scholarship, Patents, and Educational Media 

Dr. Ferzli's scholarly output has remained substantial across general surgery, bariatric 

surgery, critical care, and minimally invasive technique. His NYU Langone faculty profile 

currently lists 196 publications. Public patent records currently identify 12 U.S. patents bearing 

his name as inventor or co-inventor. These include early laparoscopic instruments (U.S. Patents 

5,147,373; 5,171,257; 5,201,759; 6,050,960), a distance-measuring laparoscopic device 

(7,955,275), support coupling for surgical instruments (9,532,771), an endoswab for minimally 

invasive surgery (10,912,539), a specialized knot pusher for surgical port closure (11,771,415), 

and the surgical cautery and cutting device issued as U.S. Patent 12,508,068 in 2025, among 

other device innovations spanning surgical and medical instrumentation. 

For nearly three decades, Dr. Ferzli has collaborated with Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, 

Art As Applied to Medicine educated medical illustrator, Anne Erickson, CMI, producing 

hundreds of scientific illustrations for publications, presentations, and teaching materials. 

Together, they have also created a companion body of humorous and satirical surgical cartoons, 

reflecting a shared belief that education, craftsmanship, and humanity in surgery belong 

together. 

 

Leadership, Fellowship, and Program Development 

A founding member of the Fellowship Council, Dr. Ferzli has directed one of the nation's 

longest-running Minimally Invasive and Bariatric Surgery fellowship programs since 1995. His 

mentorship has influenced generations of surgeons who now hold leadership positions around 

the world. He has also held major academic and hospital leadership roles, including Chairman of 

Surgery at Lutheran Medical Center, Professor of Surgery at SUNY Downstate Health Science 

Center, and Chief of the minimally invasive surgery fellowship at SUNY Downstate and Staten 

Island University Hospital. 

Under his leadership, Lutheran Medical Center was awarded Bariatric Surgery Center of 

Excellence designation by the American Society for Bariatric Surgery for the period August 22, 

2005, through August 22, 2006. The designation recognized both Dr. Ferzli and Lutheran 

Medical Center and placed the program among the early centers formally acknowledged for 

excellence in bariatric surgical care. 



   

 

 

 
 

 
 

International Teaching and Surgical Leadership 

Dr. Ferzli has introduced laparoscopic procedures and led minimally invasive surgery training 

programs in more than 30 countries and over 60 cities worldwide. His international teaching 

and proctoring efforts have spanned every major region, including the Middle East (Lebanon, 

Egypt, Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Pakistan); Africa (South Africa - Cape Town, 

Durban, Bloemfontein, Johannesburg); Europe (France, Greece, Belgium, Norway, Italy, 

Scotland, Portugal, Switzerland, Sweden, Spain, England); Asia (China - Beijing, Suzhou, Lanzhou, 

Xi'an, Shanghai, Nanjing; India, Thailand, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Japan, Singapore, Russia - 

Siberia); and the Americas (United States, Canada, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Mexico). 

Through this work, he has helped establish minimally invasive surgery as a global standard of 

care, mentoring surgeons and advancing modern laparoscopic technique across disciplines and 

borders. 

 

Voice in Surgical Education 

In recent years, Dr. Ferzli has emerged as a leading voice for balanced surgical training in the 

robotic era, arguing that innovation must strengthen rather than weaken tactile judgment, 

operative discipline, and manual skill. His recent publications include Is the Robotic Revolution 

Stunting Surgical Skills?; One Step Forward, Two Steps Back: Preserving Surgical Skill in the Age 

of Robotics; Safeguarding Laparoscopic Training in the Robotic Era; and Unentrustable 

Professional Activities: Innovating Backwards with Robotics in Surgical Training. Together, these 

works underscore his conviction that new technologies should expand the surgeon's capabilities 

without displacing the foundational skills on which safe surgery depends. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Ferzli has combined innovation with mentorship, scholarship, and 

a strong sense of surgical stewardship. His professional legacy lies not only in procedures 

pioneered and papers published, but also in the generations of surgeons he has trained and the 

worldwide diffusion of safer, more reproducible minimally invasive technique. 



   

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

"Technology should enhance our hands, not replace them. The surgeon's mind, touch, and judgment remain 

the true instruments of healing." 

George S. Ferzli, MD 
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